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Appendix 1 Conservation Objectives  

The tables overleaf present Conservation Objectives for all species in Table 1.A. 
Table 1.A contains all qualifying interests from the two relevant sites, for which 
source-pathway-receptor relationships were identified with the proposed works. As 
only generic conservation objectives were available, detailed objectives were 
extracted from nearby coastal sites with the same qualifying interests.  
 
Table 1.A:  Qualifying Species from Relevant Sites  

Relevant Site  

 
 

Qualifying Interest for which source-
pathway-receptor relationship identified 
with proposed works 

 

 
 

Source of Detailed 
Conservation Objective 

Lough Derg 
(Shannon) SPA 

[4058] 

• Tufted duck Aythya fuligula [wintering] 

• Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
[wintering] 
 

None  
(wintering bird objectives 
from wintering waders duck 
for Inner Galway Bay SPA 
applied)  

• Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
[breeding ] 

• Common tern Sterna hirundo 
[breeding ] 
 

River Shannon and River 
Fergus Estuary SPA (4077)  
Version 1 (NPWS, 2012) 
 

Middle Shannon 
Callows SPA 

[4096] 

• Whooper swan Cygnus cygnus) 
[wintering] 

• Wigeon Anas penelope 
[wintering] 

• Golden plover Pluvialis apricaria 
wintering] 

• Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
[wintering] 

• Black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa 
[wintering] 

• Black-headed gull Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 
[wintering] 

Inner Galway Bay SPA 
Version 1 (NPWS, 2013) 
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Appendix 2 Screening Matrix   

European Sites under Consideration: 
 
Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA and Middle Shannon Callows SPA  

Assessment Criteria: 
 
Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination with 
other plans or projects) likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site 
 
See Section 3 

 
 
Describe any likely direct or indirect impacts of the project (either alone or in-
combination with other plans or projects) on the Natura 2000 site by virtue of: 

•••• Size and scale 
•••• Land-take  
•••• Distance from the Natura 2000 site or key features of the site  
•••• Resource requirements 
•••• Emissions  
•••• Excavation requirements (e.g. impacts of local hydrogeology) 
•••• Transportation requirements 
•••• Duration of construction, operation etc.  

 
There will be no likely direct or indirect effects (refer to section 6.3) 
 
Describe any likely changes to the site arising as a result of:  

•••• Reduction of habitat area  
•••• Disturbance to key species  
•••• Habitat or species fragmentation  
•••• Reduction in species density 
•••• Changes in key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc.) 

 
There will be no likely changes to the site. 

 
Describe any likely impacts on the European Site as a whole in terms of:  

•••• Interference with the key relationships that define the structure and function of 
the site 

•••• Interference with key relationships that define the function of the site 
See Section 6.3.3 and 6.4.4 
 
 
 
Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of impacts set out 
above in terms of: 

•••• Reduction of habitat area  
•••• Disturbance to key species 
•••• Habitat or species fragmentation  
•••• Loss  
•••• Change to key elements of the site (e.g. water quality, hydrological regime, etc.) 
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There will be no likely direct or indirect effects on the site by virtue of any of these 
indicators of significance. 
 
 
Describe from the above those elements of the project, or combination of elements, 
where the above impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale or magnitude 
of impacts is not known. 

The proposed works are not likely to have a significant effect on any European sites, either 
alone or in combination with other plans or projects. 

Outcome of screening stage (AA required / not required): 
 
Consequently, it is considered that a (‘Stage 2’) Appropriate Assessment is not required. 
 

 
 


