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7.5.1 Study Area A �± Donegal  

Study Area A 

No. of 

WRZs 

SAA lies within the county of Donegal, covering an area of approximately 4,630 km2. The 
population of the Study Area is approximately 149,600. 

The Principal Settlement (with a population of over 10,000) is Letterkenny. 

21 

Current Supply System  

WTPs No. Water Source Type  No. Supply Deficit  m3/day 

Existing WTP 29 Groundwater 4 DYCP 2019 40,460 

High Risk WTP 22 Surface Water  31 DYCP 2044 47,520 

Preferred Approach Summary  

Number of WTPs  No. GW Abstractions  No. SW Abstractions  No. 

Upgrade (WQ only) 16 Increase 0 Increase 4 

Upgrade (Capacity & WQ) 5 Maintain 3 Maintain 18 

Decommission 8 Decommission 1 Decommission 9 

New 3 New 0 New 5 

The Preferred Approach (PA) for SAA consists of local WRZ Options for 5 of the 21 WRZs in the Study Area. 
The 16 other WRZs are supplied by 3 SA Grouped Options that involve interconnections between one or more 
supplies, reducing the total number of WRZs from 21 to 6. The SA Grouped Options include: 

�x One Option (SA-542) which interconnects 4 WRZs (Donegal (River Eske), Lough Mourne, Ballyshannon & 
Bundoran and Frosses-Inver) with an associated new abstraction from the River Knaddar. 

�x One Option (SA-566) which rationalises and interconnects 8 WRZs increasing the existing surface water 
abstraction from the River Crana and providing new abstractions from Gartan Lough and Glen Lough. Two 
(2) of the 8 WRZs are in SAB. 

�x One Option (SA-567) which rationalises Glenties Adara to Lettermacaward and interconnects Owenteskiny 
and Killybegs with an associated increase to the existing surface water abstraction from Lough Derkmore.  

The Preferred Approach provides environmental benefits by decommissioning 9 existing abstractions that may 
not meet sustainability guidelines- Lough Doo (Buncrana), Lough Naglea (Fanad West), Lough Nambraddan 
(Carrigart-Downings & Cranford), Lough Nameeltoge (Carrigart-Downings & Cranford), Lough Nacreaght 
(Carrigart-Downings & Cranford), Lough Anna (Glenties-Ardara), Lough Agher Creeslough Dunfanaghy), 
Muckish,(Creeslough Dunfanaghy) and Shannagh Lake (Fanad East).  

Ongoing leakage management through our National Leakage Reduction Programme, also contributes by 
reducing the volume of water lost in distributing water to demand centres. In SAA, planned leakage reduction 
programmes will reduce leakage by 634 m3/day in Rosses, Donegal (River Eske), Lough Mourne, Letterkenny 
& Inishowen East & Eddie Fullerton Pollan Dam and Ballyshannon & Bundoran WRZs. We have also 
committed to additional Leakage Targets of 20,605 m3/day that will reduce leakage to 21% of demand in WRZs 
where the demand exceeds 1,500 m3/day. 

Delivery of the Preferred Approach will secure all of the supplies in the area in terms of Quality, Quantity, 
Sustainability and Resilience.  
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Study Area A 

  

 

 

TG1-SAX-00X are the Option Codes assigned to each Option. A description of each Option can be found in 
Table 5.9 of the Technical Appendices 1-7. 
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7.5.2 Study Area B �± Cavan and Monaghan  

Study Area B 

No. of 

WRZs 

SAB lies within the counties of Cavan, Monaghan, Leitrim, Longford, Donegal and Sligo covering an 
area of approximately 2,790 km2. The population of the Study Area is approximately 58,270. 

The Principal Settlement (with a population of over 10,000) is Cavan. 

23 

Current Supply System  

WTPs No. Water Source Type  No. Supply Deficit  m3/day 

Existing WTP 17 Groundwater 9 DYCP 2019 2,720 

High Risk WTP  14 Surface Water  12 DYCP 2044 3,840 

Preferred Approach Summary  

Number of WTPs  No. GW Abstractions  No. SW Abstractions  No. 

Upgrade (WQ only) 8 Increase 3 Increase 1 

Upgrade (Capacity & WQ) 5 Maintain 4 Maintain 9 

Decommission 4 Decommission 2 Decommission 2 

New 0 New 0 New 2 

The Preferred Approach (PA) for SAB consists of local WRZ Options for 17 of the 23 WRZs in the Study Area. 
Eight (8) WRZs are supplied by 4 SA Grouped Options reducing the total number of WRZs from 23 to 18. The 
SA Grouped Options include: 

�x Three (3) rationalisations: 
o Derrykillew (NI import) rationalised to Ballyshannon in SAA (SAB-535). 
o Belturbet, Swanlinbar and Bawnboy rationalised to Ballyconnell (SAB-538) upgrading the existing 

groundwater abstraction. 
o Cashilard rationalised to Ballymagoarty (part of Ballyshannon/Bundoran in SAA) (SAB-549). 

�x One (1) Option interconnecting Cavan to Ballyjamesduff (SAB-501) 

The Preferred Approach provides environmental benefits by decommissioning 1 existing abstraction that may 
not meet sustainability guidelines -�± St Columbkill Lake (Cashilard).  

Ongoing leakage management through our National Leakage Reduction Programme, also contributes by 
reducing the volume of water lost in distributing water to demand centres. In SAB, planned leakage reduction 
programmes will reduce leakage by 96 m3/day in Cavan RWSS, Kinlough Tullaghan and Monaghan WRZs. We 
have also committed to additional Leakage Targets of 1,142 m3/day that will reduce leakage to 21% of demand 
in WRZs where the demand exceeds 1,500 m3/day. 

Delivery of the Preferred Approach will secure all of the supplies in the area in terms of Quality, Quantity, 
Sustainability and Resilience. 
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Study Area B 

 

TG1-SAX-00X are the Option Codes assigned to each Option. A description of each Option can be found in 
Table 5.9 of the Technical Appendices 1-7. 
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7.5.3 Study Area C �± Mayo and Sligo  

Study Area  C 

No. of 

WRZs 

SAC lies within the counties of Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan and Roscommon covering an area of 
approximately 5,150 km2. The population of the Study Area is approximately 96,790. 

The Principal Settlements (with a population of over 10,000) are Sligo, Castlebar and Ballina. 
17 

Current Supply System  

WTPs No. Water Source Type  No. Supply Deficit  m3/day 

Existing WTP 19 Groundwater 7 DYCP 2019 15,590 

High Risk WTP 17 Surface Water  14 DYCP 2044 21,070 

Preferred Approach Summary  

Number of WTPs  No. GW Abstractions  No. SW Abstractions  No. 

Upgrade (WQ only) 6 Increase 2 Increase 3 

Upgrade (Capacity & WQ) 7 Maintain 4 Maintain 6 

Decommission 6 Decommission 1 Decommission 5 

New 1 New 2 New 1 

The Preferred Approach (PA) for SAC consists of local WRZ Options for 11 of the 17 WRZs in the Study Area. 
The other 6 WRZs are supplied by 3 SA Grouped Options reducing the total number of WRZs from 17 to 13. 
The SA Grouped Options include: 

Three (3) rationalisations with associated increased abstractions and WTP upgrades:  

�x Kiltimagh rationalised to Lough Mask (in SAD), increasing the SW abstraction at Lough Mask and 
upgrading Tourmakeady WTP (SAC-542). 

�x Knock Airport rationalised to Kilkelly WRZ, increasing the GW abstraction at Kilkelly WRZ and 
upgrading Kilkelly WTP for capacity (SAC-515).  

�x Lough Easky and Lough Talt rationalised to Lisglennon WTP, increasing SW abstraction at Lough 
Conn and upgrading Lisglennon WTP for capacity (SAC-543). 

The Preferred Approach provides environmental benefits by decommissioning 4 existing abstractions that may 
not meet sustainability guidelines -Lough Talt (Lough Talt Regional Water Supply), Lough Easkey (Lough 
Easky Regional Water Supply), Kilsellagh Impounding Reservoir and Carrowcanada Spring (Swinford WRZ).  

Ongoing leakage management through our National Leakage Reduction Programme, also contributes by 
reducing the volume of water lost in distributing water to demand centres. In SAC, planned leakage reduction 
programmes will reduce leakage by 578 m3/day in North Leitrim Regional Water Supply, Ballina and Sligo 
Town & Environs WRZs. We have also committed to additional Leakage Targets of 11,961 m3/day that will 
reduce leakage to 21% of demand in WRZs where the demand exceeds 1,500 m3/day. 

Delivery of the Preferred Approach will secure all of the supplies in the area in terms of Quality, Quantity, 
Sustainability and Resilience. 
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Study Area  C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*TG1-SAX-00X are the Option Codes assigned to each Option. A description of each option can be found in 
Table 5.9 of the Technical Appendices 1-7. 

 

  




































