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Uisce Eireann’s Greater Dublin Drainage Project gets the green light to
proceed to construction

This essential infrastructure will support the delivery of housing, protect public health and
safeguard the environment

Today, we are delighted in Uisce Eireann to receive the news that the Greater Dublin Drainage (GDD)
Project planning application has been approved by An Coimisiun Pleanala. This critical infrastructure
project will provide wastewater treatment for the equivalent of half a million people living and working
across the Greater Dublin Area (GDA). The delivery of the GDD Project is a key part of Uisce Eireann's
investment in new wastewater infrastructure in Greater Dublin and will protect public health,
safeguard our environment and support housing and growth for decades to come.

The Project consists of a new regional wastewater treatment facility and sludge hub centre on a 30
hectare site at Clonshaugh (Clonshagh) and an underground orbital sewer from Blanchardstown to
Clonshaugh including a new pumping station at Abbotstown. This project will significantly increase the
development potential of Dublin, Meath, Louth and parts of Kildare and Wicklow by providing new
infrastructure that will alleviate pressure within the existing wastewater network.

As our population and economy grows, so too does the volume of wastewater. In the GDA, wastewater
infrastructure is struggling to keep pace with housing delivery, industrial and commercial
development. We are currently upgrading the Ringsend Treatment Plant but the new facility in
Clonshaugh in North Dublin is critical to provide the capacity and resilience we need to support
housing and growth to 2050.

There are a number of remaining statutory process before construction can commence but Uisce
Eireann is committed to working with all stakeholders to deliver this essential project as soon as
possible. We will now progress with a contractor procurement process for the construction of the
project. When this is complete, the construction stage is expected to take three years.

Please click here to view the An Coimisitn Pleandla planning decision.


https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/312131
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What is the Greater Dublin Drainage (GDD) Project?

The GDD Project is the development of a new regional wastewater treatment facility at Clonshaugh
and associated drainage infrastructure including an orbital sewer, pumping station, and marine
outfall. The completed project will serve the growing population of the north Dublin area. It is a key
part of Uisce Eireann’s investment in new wastewater infrastructure in greater Dublin and will
protect public health, safeguard our environment and facilitate growth to 2050 and beyond.

Why is it needed?

The volume of wastewater generated in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) is expected to increase by
more than 50% in the period to 2050. Having adequate wastewater treatment capacity is vital for
both public and environmental health, and to facilitate social and economic growth. We must collect
and treat this wastewater so that the treated water can be safely returned to the environment.

The GDD Project is the most environmentally, technically and economically beneficial solution to
meet Dublin's long-term wastewater treatment needs. It is a recognised as a critical and necessary
infrastructural project.

A shortage of wastewater treatment capacity can have serious impacts, including delaying the
delivery of housing, slowing commercial growth and limiting development in the GDA. It also has the
potential to cause public health and environmental impacts. Insufficient wastewater treatment
capacity may also reduce the region's capacity for economic and population growth.

Next Steps

Uisce Eireann will shortly progress with the contractor procurement process for the construction of
the project. The construction of the wastewater treatment plant and associated orbital sewer,
marine outfall and pumping station is estimated to take three years.



The History of the GDD Project

The GDD Project has its origins in the findings of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS)
published in 2005. The GDSDS recognised the limited capacity of the Ringsend plant and concluded
that in addition to maximising the capacity of existing wastewater treatment plants in the GDA, a
new regional facility located in north Dublin is required, with an outfall to the Irish Sea.

The GDD project was initiated by Fingal County Council in 2011 on behalf of the four Dublin Local
Authorities, Meath, Kildare and Wicklow. Fingal brought the GDD project through a rigorous
alternative sites and routes assessment process and identified a preferred project solution.

Uisce Eireann carried out the environmental studies required to prepare a planning application for
the GDD Project. The planning application was submitted in 2018 and an oral hearing was
subsequently held.

In November 2019, An Bord Pleanala (now called An Coimisiuin Pleandla) granted planning
permission and confirmed the Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the GDD Project. The planning
application for the GDD Project was remitted to the Commission for reconsideration following an
Order of the High Court on 16 July 2021 (the Remittal Application).

At An Bord Pleanala’s direction, Uisce Eireann submitted further information to the Board (now
called the Commission) in October 2023 in relation to the Remittal Application. The Further
Information addresses changes that have occurred in the environmental, policy and legislative
context since the original planning application for the GDD Project was made in 2018.

In December 2024, Uisce Eireann applied to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a
Wastewater Discharge Licence (WWDL), which is an essential component of the GDD Project.

This month, An Coimisiun Pleanala granted planning permission for the GDD Project enabling Uisce
Eireann to continue the delivery of safe wastewater treatment in the GDA. This is a once-in-a-
generation project that will protect public health, safeguard our environment and facilitate growth to
2050 and beyond.
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