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The new Stillorgan Covered Reservoir is now complete – ensuring a safer, more secure and sustainable water supply for over 200,000 in south Dublin.




After almost 150 years serving the community, the Stillorgan Reservoir has been modernised to adequately meet current requirements and the needs of future generations.
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About this project


The new covered Stillorgan Reservoir, replaces the open reservoir, originally constructed as part of the Vartry Water Supply Scheme, which has served the community for over 150 years.




The overall Vartry Water Supply Scheme included two impounding reservoirs at Roundwood, County Wicklow, a water treatment plant, a four kilometre long tunnel under Callowhill and 40 kilometres of trunk mains to deliver water to the Stillorgan Reservoir. At the time, the scheme greatly improved sanitation in Dublin City and helped reduce outbreaks of cholera, typhus and other diseases associated with contaminated water.




In recent years the reservoirs at Stillorgan stored treated drinking water from water treatment plants at Vartry in County Wicklow and Ballymore Eustace in County Kildare.




The reservoir was one of the last remaining of its kind in Europe, where treated drinking water was left exposed to the elements. This meant that the treated drinking water was vulnerable to the risk of being contaminated by wildlife, animal waste, airborne material and could be polluted by people accessing the water.




Uisce Éireann had previously installed a new UV disinfection system to mitigate the recontamination risk of drinking water stored in the reservoir which resulted in the removal of the site from the EPA’s Remedial Action List in 2015. The long term solution was to upgrade the reservoir to a covered reservoir.




Work began on the upgrade project in 2018 with the draining down of the Gray Reservoir, which had not been fully drained since it was built in 1885. The new covered reservoir was then constructed within the footprint of the Gray Reservoir.
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Construction on the new covered Stillorgan Reservoir commenced in November 2018 following An Bord Pleanála approval of the planning application to ensure Uisce Éireann will retain the entire site for this future development.




The project involved draining down one of the three existing reservoirs at the Stillorgan site, the construction of a new covered reservoir within the drained down area.




The new reservoir has the capacity to store 160 million litres of treated drinking water – that’s the equivalent of over 60 Olympic sized swimming pools. This will mean a much safer and more secure water supply for customers across south Dublin and the the capacity to support future water demand to 2031.




With the completion of the new covered reservoir, Uisce Éireann has taken an important step in ensuring that the water supply infrastructure is in place to meet current requirements and the future needs of its customers.  
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Stillorgan, Co. Dublin



Status
Completed



Type
Water
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What Happens Next?


Now that the new covered reservoir is operational, the existing Upper and Lower Reservoirs will be decommissioned and the site will be landscaped. It is expected that this will take approximately twelve months.




The site will remain an active water supply site and contains high pressure pipes and valves. As a consequence the use of the site for publicly accessible open space is not feasible.
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View all projects and plans


Visit our Projects section to find out what's happening in your area.


Discover now
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    





[bookmark: comp00005de6904500000014a47a30]

Customer Care


	X (Twitter) - @IWCare
	Contact




Resources


	Freedom of information
	Model publication scheme
	Terms & conditions
	Privacy notice
	Cookie policy
	Manage cookies
	Procurement
	Accessibility
	Open Data





Company


	About us
	Customer commitment
	Research and innovation
	Press office
	Access officer
	Careers
	Corporate Governance




Switch Language


	Switch to Gaeilge














      
      
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    Follow us on Twitter X
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    Join us on Facebook
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    Follow us on Linkedin
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    Subscribe to our YouTube




Uisce Éireann is a designated activity company, limited by shares. Registered Office: Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street, Dublin 1 | Copyright © 2023 Uisce Éireann. All rights reserved. Registered in Ireland No.: 530363





      
      
      
      
        
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    


      
      
        
        
                    
          
            
          
        
      
    
      
      
        
        
      
    
