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The NWRP is our plan to identify how we will provide a safe, sustainable, secure and reliable water supply to our customers for now and into the future whilst safeguarding the environment.




The NWRP sets out how we will balance the supply and demand for drinking water over the short, medium and long term. It is a 25-year strategy to ensure we have a safe, sustainable, secure and reliable drinking water supply for everyone.




Following on from the public consultation on Phase 1 NWRP draft Framework Plan and associated environmental reports, the submissions and observations received from public consultation have been taken into consideration, and the NWRP Framework Plan updated.




The NWRP Framework Plan has now been adopted, accompanied by a Strategic Environmental Assessment Statement and an Appropriate Assessment Determination. A Consultation Report summarising feedback received during the public consultation has also been published.
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NWRP Framework Plan Publications
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Natura Impact Statement (NIS)
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Regional Water Resource Plans


As this is the first NWRP, the preparation of the plan has been divided into two distinct phases, the combination of which will become the final NWRP. As outlined above, Phase 1 was carried out in 2021 and the NWRP Framework has been adopted. In Phase 2 of the NWRP, we summarised the needs across the 539 individual water supplies and identified the solutions to address these needs. Due to the large number of supplies in Ireland, we delivered Phase 2 as four Regional Water Resources Plans:




	Regional Water Resources Plan: North West (RWRP NW)
	Regional Water Resources Plan: South West (RWRP SW) 
	Regional Water Resources Plan: South East (RWRP SE)
	Regional Water Resources Plan: Eastern and Midlands (RWRP EM)





Each of the four draft RWRPs and associated environmental reports had their own public consultation phases over the course of 2021, 2022 and 2023 and have since been adopted by Uisce Éireann.
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Why do we need a National Water Resources Plan?


Ireland is not a water stressed country. We need to operate our water network to cater for growth and optimise this great natural resource. Water is part of our everyday lives. It is essential to everything we do. Recent droughts and storms have left some customers with no water or reduced water, including a water conservation order (hosepipe ban) for the first time in Ireland.




To prevent this happening in the future we have to plan ahead. How we plan our water resources today will determine the water we can provide now and into the future. Uisce Éireann’s first National Water Resources Plan outlines how we can do this.
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Our Solution


Uisce Éireann aims to ensure that all of our customers have a safe and reliable drinking water supply and to safeguard our water for our future. Our plan is to use a three-pillar approach:
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1. Lose Less


To lose less by reducing the amount of water lost through leakage.
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2. Use Less


To use less by encouraging us all to use less water in our everyday lives, improving water efficiency in our homes, businesses, farms and through our own operations.
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3. Supply Smarter


To supply smarter by improving the quality, resilience and security of our water supplies through infrastructure and operations improvements and developing new sustainable sources of water.
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What is the benefit of the National Water Resources Plan?
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The National Water Resources Plan will:
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Improve the level of service to our customers and communities.
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Support growth and development.
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Be resilient in order to mitigate the impacts of climate change.
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Be sustainable in order to protect the environment.
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The Framework Plan considers:
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How we assess water quantity need through the Supply Demand Balance.
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How we assess water quality and reliability need by looking at how our existing assets are performing.
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How we address sustainability by ensuring that all new options for water supply must be based on conservative approaches to protecting water sources.





[bookmark: comp0000605ba44e00000006e4158e]
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    

Our Options Assessment Process - how we find solutions to address the needs we have identified.
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NWRP Consultation Roadmap






[bookmark: comp000060a99b0600000023c11a80][image: Infographic for Phase 2 NWRP Regional Water Resources Plans]



Click to enlarge image
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
      
      
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
    




[bookmark: comp000061b5499500000001e32b8d]





[bookmark: comp000061b5499500000001e42b8d]
Previous Consultations


Phase 1 – NWRP Framework Plan - Consultation one




A first round of public consultation to inform the development of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA), of the NWRP, took place from 9 November to 22 December 2017. For more information, view the Consultation one information leaflet.




We asked for feedback on the SEA Scoping Report and invited comments and suggestions for consideration at this stage.




A Consultation one report summarising the feedback received in the first round of consultation is available to view.




Subsequent to this process and informed by it, a draft NWRP Framework Plan with accompanying environmental reports were prepared and published for consultation.




Phase 1 – NWRP Framework Plan - Consultation two




The NWRP draft Framework Plan identified how we proposed to assess needs across all of our water supplies, and the process and methodology that we would use to find solutions to address those needs. 




Consultation two invited feedback on the NWRP draft Framework Plan and associated SEA Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement (NIS). A fourteen-week statutory public consultation took place from Tuesday 8 December 2020 to Friday 12 March 2021 during which time the NWRP draft Framework Plan and associated environmental reports were available to view and download at www.water.ie/nwrp and at local authority's planning offices or county libraries (depending on the local authority) during their normal opening hours. For more information, view the Consultation two information leaflet.


Following on from this public consultation the submissions and observations received have been taken into consideration, and the draft Framework Plan updated. 




The NWRP Framework Plan has now been adopted, accompanied by a Strategic Environmental Assessment Statement and an Appropriate Assessment Determination. 




A Consultation two report summarising the feedback received during Consultation two is also available to be viewed. This completed Phase 1- NWRP Framework Plan.




Phase 2 – Regional Water Resources Plan Consultations




Following the adoption of the National Water Resource Plan (NWRP) Framework Plan in the summer of 2021 we commenced phase 2 of  the NWRP. This phase involved publishing four Regional Water Resources Plans for public consultation.




These plans are based on the methodology adopted in the Framework Plan and applying that methodology  to the Regional Group Areas of Water Supplies that make up our national public water supply.




Each of the four draft RWRPs and associated environmental reports had their own public consultation phases and can be found here. 
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What are the next steps?


	
	
The adoption of the Regional Water Resources Plan – South East (RWRP-SE) will complete the second and final development phase of the National Water Resources Plan. The adopted plan has considered SEA requirements, NIS recommendations and consultation comments that have been taken into account in finalising the RWRP-SE. A total of 30 consultation responses were received and reviewed, and these are presented in summary in the RWRP-SE Consultation Report.


	
	
	
The outputs of the RWRP-SE and the three previously adopted regional plans (the RWRP for the Eastern and Midlands region, the RWRP for the South West region and the RWRP for the North West) will be combined for prioritisation and progression through the future cycles of capital investment planning. The four RWRPs and the Phase one NWRP-Framework Plan, which sets out the methodologies applied to develop Preferred Approaches (solutions to the identified need), together constitute Uisce Éireann’s first national water resources plan for the public water supply in the Republic of Ireland. The implementation of the plan will ensure secure, safe, reliable and sustainable drinking water supplies in across Ireland for the next 25 years.


	
	
	
We will continue to review and update the NWRP. As emerging data and information becomes available it will be incorporated into the NWRP through the feedback and monitoring process set out in section 8.3.8 of the Framework Plan
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National Water Resources Plan video series
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Climate Change and the Environment
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Balancing Supply and Demand
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Water Supply and Population Growth
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Contact us


We are committed to sharing information with stakeholders as the plan progresses. A dedicated information service has been set up where members of the public and interested parties can contact the team via email.


Email us now
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