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Data disclaimer: This document uses best available data at time of writing. As data relating to population
forecasts and trends are based on information gathered before the Covid-19 Pandemic, monitoring and
feedback will be used to capture any updates. The National Water Resources Plan will also align to
relevant updates in applicable policy. In December 2022, the Water Services (Amendment) (No. 2) Act,
2022 was signed into law. This act legislates that from the 31 December 2022, Irish Water will only be
known as Uisce Eireann. It also provides that, from that date, all references in any enactment, legal
proceedings or other document to Irish Water shall be construed as references to Uisce Eireann only.
Therefore in this NIS, which was developed prior to the name change, all references to Irish Water shall
be construed as Uisce Eireann.

Baseline data included in the RWRP-SW has been incorporated from numerous sources including but
not limited to; National Planning Framework, Central Statistics Office, Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategies, Local Authority data sets, Regional Assembly data sets and Uisce Eireann data sets. Data
sources will be detailed in the relevant sections of the RWRP-SW. 2019 was selected as the base year
to align with the planning period (2019-2025) of the NWRP.

© Copyright 2023 Jacobs Engineering Ireland Limited. The concepts and information contained in this
document are the property of Jacobs. Use or copying of this document in whole or in part without the
written permission of Jacobs constitutes an infringement of copyright.

Limitation: This report has been prepared on behalf of, and for the exclusive use of Jacobs’ Client (Uisce
Eireann), and is subject to, and issued in accordance with, the provisions of the contract between Jacobs
and the Client. Jacobs accepts no liability or responsibility whatsoever for, or in respect of, any use of, or
reliance upon, this report by any third party.
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Glossary

Activities usually resulting from a plan or project that could result in effects on
qualifying interest (Annex | habitats or Annex Il species) of a European site which
could have implications for the conservation objectives of the site leading to AESI.

Adverse Effects on Site
Integrity (AESI)

Annex | Habitat A habitat listed in Annex | of the Habitats Directive.
Annex Il Species A species listed in Annex Il of the Habitats Directive.

An assessment carried out under Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive of the

Appropriate Assessment implications of a plan or project, either individually or in-combination with other

AA . o . . L

(s plans and projects, on a European site in view of the site’s conservation objectives.

Best AA The approach that following a desktop assessment has the Least Impact on
European Sites (without consideration of mitigation measures)

BA Barrier Assessment

Birds Directive Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30
November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds.

CIRIA Construction Industry Research and Information Association

Competent authorit Public body provided for in the relevant legislation that makes statutory
P y determinations (for example, in relation to AA).

In the context of this report, conservation objectives are discussed in relation to

European sites. Some European sites have site-specific conservation objectives

e RUIOISEES (SSCOs); other European sites have generic conservation objectives. The National

(ciesy Parks and Wildlife Service are in the process of producing detailed conservation
objectives for all European sites and their Qualifying Interests.
CRU Commission for Regulation of Utilities

Deployable Output is the output of a commissioned water supply source, group of
sources or bulk supply under a given set of flow sequences as constrained by
abstraction licences, environmental constraints, water treatment capacities and
asset capacities

Deployable Output (DO)

DHLGH Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

DMA District Metered Area

DWSP Drinking Water Safety Plan

DYCP Dry Year Critical Period

EBSD Economics of Balancing Supply and Demand

ECJ European Court of Justice

Environmental Impact EIA is the process where potential environmental effects of a proposed project are
Assessment (EIA) examined.

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

European Commission The Commission of the European Union
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EU

European site

Framework Plan

GDA

Groundwater (GW)

Groundwater Body
(GWB)

GWDTH

Habitats Directive

IFI
INNS
IROPI
LDWMP

LoS

Likely Significant Effects

(LSEs)

LWB
MCA

MSA

National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS)

National Water

Resources Plan (NWRP)

NPF

NPO

European Union

Any Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection Area (SPA), also
referred to as Natura 2000 sites.

The component of the NWRP that sets out a description of the methodology that
Irish Water proposes to use for water resources planning, and an assessment of
Need across Irish Water's asset base in terms of quality, quantity, reliability and

sustainability.

Greater Dublin Area

Groundwater is the water held underground in the soil or in pores and crevices in
rock.

A distinct volume of groundwater within an aquifer or system of aquifers, which is
hydraulically isolated from nearby groundwater bodies.

Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Habitat

Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats
and of wild fauna and flora.

Inland Fisheries Ireland

Invasive Non-Native Species

Imperative Reasons of Over-Riding Public Interest

Lead in Drinking Water Mitigation Plan

Level of Service

Term adapted from Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (“likely to have a significant
effect”), describing the type of effects which, if identified as potentially arising as a
result of a project or plan, trigger an AA.

Lake Waterbody

Multi-Criteria Analysis

Midlands Strategic Study Area

The National Parks and Wildlife Service is fully integrated in the Heritage Division of
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and has responsibility for the
protection and conservation of Ireland's natural heritage and biodiversity at national
government level.

Irish Water's plan to identify how it will provide a safe, sustainable, secure and
reliable water supply to its customers for now and into the future whilst safeguarding
the environment. It will set out how Irish Water will balance the supply and demand
for drinking water over the short, medium and long term. It is a 25-year strategy to
ensure we have a safe, sustainable, secure and reliable drinking water supply for
everyone.

National Planning Framework

National Planning Objective
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NWSMP

Natura Impact Statement

(NIS)

NPV

Precautionary Principle

Priority habitat

Priority species

PCT

Qualifying Interest (Ql)

Red, Amber or Green
(RAG)

RBMP

RWRP

Screening for AA

Special Area of
Conservation (SAC)

Special Conservation
Interest (SCI)

Special Protection Area

(SPA)

Strategic Environmental

Assessment (SEA)

National Wastewater Sludge Management Plan

Term for the statutory report produced to inform the AA of a plan by the competent
authority.

Net Present Value

Implicit in the Habitats Directive is the application of the precautionary principle,
which requires that the conservation objectives of Natura 2000 should prevail where
there is uncertainty. This requires objectively demonstrating, with supporting
evidence, that there will be no adverse effects on the integrity of the Natura 2000
site. Where this is not the case, adverse effects must be assumed.

Natural habitat types on Annex | of the Habitats Directive, and indicated by an
asterisk (*), which are in danger of disappearance, and for which the European
Community has particular responsibility in view of the proportion of their natural
range which falls within the European territory of the Member States.

Species for the conservation of which the European Community has particular
responsibility in view of the proportion of their natural range which falls within the
European territory of the Member States, these priority species are indicated by an
asterisk (*) in Annex Il of the Habitats Directive. At present, Ireland does not have
any priority species.

Project Costing Template

One of the features (habitat or species) that are the reasons for designation of a
Special Area of Conservation, identified in the Conservation Objectives for that site.

A colour code using the traffic light scoring system where a red rating will assume
unviability and therefore will be eliminated on this basis and assessed no further; an
amber rating would not be ruled out and will be carried forward for further evaluation
and a green rating will assume that there are no negative impacts and will therefore
be carried forward.

River Basin Management Plan
Regional Water Resources Plan

The screening of a plan or project to establish if an AA of the plan or project is
required. An AA must be carried out unless the screening assessment can establish
that there is no potential for LSEs on a European site.

SACs are sites designated under the Habitats Directive. This requires the
conservation of important, rare or threatened habitats and species (not birds, which
are protected by Special Protection Areas) across Europe.

The term used to refer specifically to bird species for which Special Protection
Areas have been designated. These are also identified in the Conservation
Objectives for the site.

SPAs are sites designated under the Birds Directive to conserve the habitats of
certain migratory or rare birds.

A SEA is an environmental assessment of plans and programmes to ensure a high-
level consideration of environmental issues in the plan preparation and adoption,
and is a requirement provided for under the SEA Directive (2001/42/EC). The SEA
and AA are undertaken in tandem with the drafting of a plan.
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Study Area (SA)

Surface Water (SW)

Supply Demand Balance

(SDB)
UKTAG
UKWIR
WAB

WAFU

Water Framework
Directive (WFD)

WRMP

Water Resource Zone
(WRZs)

WHO

WSPS

WSSP

Water Supply Zones
(WSZs)

Water Treatment Plants

(WTPs)

Zone of Influence (Zol)

The Regional Groups are subdivided into Study Areas which are clusters of Water
Resource Zones.

Surface water is any body of water above ground, including streams, rivers, lakes,
wetlands and reservairs.

The SDB is the deficit or surplus between the supply and demand both now and
over the 25-year horizon.

UK Technical Advisory Group
UK Water Industry Research
Water Abstraction

Water Available for Use

Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October
2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy (the
WEFD) is an EU Directive which commits European Union member states to achieve
“Good” qualitative and quantitative status of all water bodies by taking a holistic
approach to managing all waters. It applies to rivers, lakes, groundwater, estuaries
and coastal waters.

Water Resources Management Plan

Water Resource Zones are the units for which the SDB calculations are carried out.
WRZs are made up of one or more Water Supply Zones

World Health Organisation
Water Services Policy Statement
Water Services Strategic Plan

A Water Supply Zone typically includes one or more abstractions (from a river, lake,
Impounding Reservoir or groundwater), a Water Treatment Plant, storage in
reservoirs and the distribution pipe network to deliver the water to each household
or business.

A facility that processes and converts wastewater into an effluent (outflowing of
water to a receiving body of water) that can be returned to the water cycle with
minimal impact on the environment or directly reused.

Term used widely in environmental assessments. The Zol defines the spatial area
over which there is potential for LSEs, taking account of the sensitivity and mobility
of different Ql/Special Conservation Interest, on species or habitats from a project

or plan.
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il Introduction

Irish Water assumed statutory responsibility for the provision of public water services and management
of water and wastewater investment for Ireland on the 1st January 2014. Its role is to ensure that all its
customers and communities receive a safe and secure supply of drinking water and have their
wastewater collected, appropriately treated and returned to the environment. Irish Water supports
Ireland’s social and economic growth in a sustainable manner through appropriate investment in water
services and strives to protect the environment in all our activities.

Irish Water is regulated by:

X  The economic regulator, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU), which is charged with
protecting the interests of the customer. The CRU also approves funding to enable Irish Water to
deliver the required services to specified standards in an efficient manner.

X  The environmental regulator, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which sets standards and
enforces compliance with European Union (EU) and national regulations for drinking water supply
and wastewater discharge to water bodies. The EPA liaises with the Health Service Executive in
matters of public health.

i Regional Water Resources Plan s

The Regional Water Resources Plan — South West (RWRP-SW) is one of four regional plans that, along
with the NWRP Framework Plan published in Spring 2021, comprise Ireland’s first NWRP. Irish Water’'s
NWRP will be the first such plan for the entire public water supply in Ireland. It will allow Irish Water to
integrate government policy, legislation and external factors, including climate change, that have the
potential to impact our demand for water and water supplies, into the planning and operation of our
existing and future supply asset base and the way we all use water. The objectives of the NWRP are to:

x Enable Irish Water to address needs across water supplies in the most effective way over time,
through the regulated investment cycles;

x Ensure that there is a transparent framework to develop the most appropriate projects/programmes to
meet statutory obligations in relation to water supply;

x Provide a framework to track outcomes, allowing interventions to be prioritised to bring the water
supply up to the required standards in the shortest possible timeframe; and

x Deliver a plan to ensure that all of our customers have access to safe, secure, reliable and
sustainable water supplies, wherever they live.

The NWRP also aims to support balanced regional development, as outlined in the National Planning
Framework (NPF) and the supporting Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES), by assessing
water supply needs across our growing communities.
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The four regional plans will include:

X Regional Water Resources Plan-North West
(RWRP-NW) (Group Area 1)

X Regional Water Resources Plan-South West
(RWRP-SW) (Group Area 2)

X Regional Water Resources Plan-South East
(RWRP-SE) (Group Area 3)

X Regional Water Resources Plan-Eastern and
Midlands (RWRP-EM) (Group Area 4)

Each RWRP will identify deficiencies and need across
the water supplies within the region and develop
regional plan-level solutions to address these

issues. The combined regional solutions will

be prioritised collectively at a national level through
Irish Water’s planning and investment cycles and form
the basis of the NWRP.

The groupings (as seen in Figure 1.1) reflect Irish
Water’'s operational regions and water supply
boundaries, with modifications to account for river
catchments, as delineated by the EPA in the River
Basin Management Plan (RBMP).

RWRP-EM

RWRP-SE

RWRP-SW

0 10 20 40 80 80 100
(= = — m—)

Figurel.1—Regional Groupings for Phase 2

The development of four RWRPs is a mechanism for efficient delivery of the NWRP. The outputs of the
four RWRPs will be combined for prioritisation and progression through the future cycles of capital
investment planning. The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Environmental Reports and
Natura Impact Statement (NIS) for each subsequent Regional Plan will consider the cumulative impacts
and in-combination effects with the preceding Regional Plan/Plans and adjustments can be made to

address any cumulative impacts identified.
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il Structure of the Plan

Phase 1 of the NWRP (the Framework Plan) set out a new Option Assessment Methodology that Irish
Water will use to develop a national programme of preferred projects for delivery over the next 25 years
to meet the identified need across the public water supply.

The Options Assessment Methodology, as presented in the Framework Plan, will ensure that Irish Water
develops appropriate and sustainable interventions, that align with Irish Water’s overarching three pillar
approach (see Figure 1.2) to:

X Lose Less - reducing water lost through leakage and improving the efficiency of Irish Water's
distribution networks.
Use Less - reducing water use through efficiency measures.
Supply Smarter - improving the quality, resilience and security of Irish Water’s supply through
infrastructure improvements, operational improvements and by developing new sustainable sources
of water.

Together these pillars will enable Irish Water to optimise its capital and operational interventions to
achieve the best outcomes and react to emerging issues. Further information on the “Three Pillars” is
detailed in Chapter 7 of the Framework Plan.

Improye Water Infrastructure
Efficiency _ Improvements

Figure 1.2 Three Pillar Approach

The Options Assessment Methodology is outlined in Chapter 9 of the Framework Plan. The methodology
is based around an option development process which is being rolled out as part of the Regional Plans.
The process aligns with the seven standard steps set out in the Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform (2019) guidance document “Public Spending Code: A Guide to Evaluating, Planning and
Managing Current Expenditure”. The key stages of the Framework Plan Options Assessment
Methodology process is illustrated in Figure 1.3 and summarised below.

1. Identify need - based on SDB and/or Drinking Water Safety Plan Barrier Assessment.

2. Scoping of the Study Area (Water Resource Zones (WRZs)) — understanding the Study Area and the
existing conditions of assets, supply and demand issues as well as environmental constraints and
opportunities.

Unconstrained Options — identifying potential options for consideration relevant to the Study Area.
Coarse Screening — assess the unconstrained options and eliminate any that will not be viable.

5. Further option definition, information collection and preliminary costing.

hw
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6. Fine Screening — options assessment and scoring against the key criteria with further removal of
options identified as unviable and development of feasible options for costing (including
environmental and social costs) and scoring assessment update.

7. Approach development — comparison and assessment of combinations of options identified to meet
the predicted supply demand deficit at WRZ, Study Area and Regional Group Area level using Multi-
Criteria Analysis (MCA) to determine the Preferred Approach. Approaches tested will include:

X

X X X

X

Least Cost

Best Appropriate Assessment (Best AA)
Quickest Delivery

Best Environmental

Most Resilient

Lowest Carbon

8. Monitoring and feedback into Plan — a feedback mechanism to ensure that the Framework Plan
continuously adapts to changes such as evolving scientific data, understanding, and policy change in
relation to the natural environment.
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Figure 1.3-Option Assessment Methodology Process
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Tablel.1- National WatdResources Plan Phases

Need identification including the SDB Calculations

NWRP — draft NWRP Objectives
Framework Plan Generic Option Types
Phase 1: Options Assessment Methodology
NWRP — . .
Framework Test of the Options Assessment Methodology against Study Area 5
Plan 5 provided as an example with the draft Framework Plan to demonstrate
Case Study — Study Area the methodology. The outcomes are not part of draft Framework Plan
consultation.
l;ll\;V:lP ~ final Framework Finalise and adopt NWRP - Framework Plan
Application of Options Assessment Methodology and Identification of the
Preferred Approach for the following regions:
Phase 2- Draft RWRP (draft x RWRP-NW (Group Area 1)
RWRPs Regional Plans) x RWRP-SW (Group Area 2)
(Regional X RWRP-SE (Group Area 3)
Plans) X RWRP-EM (Group Area 4)
Final RWRPs (final Regional Plans for each of the Group Areas (1 to 4) will be published,
Regional Plans) finalised and adopted in succession.

The screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) of the Framework Plan identified that all management
option types arising from the NWRP had the potential to give rise to Likely Significant Effects (LSES) on
European sites. Therefore, all Regional Group Areas (1, 2, 3 and 4) and the management option types
selected for same, are all subject to Appropriate Assessment with the LSEs identified for the Framework
Plan further assessed and their implications for European site integrity identified in the context of
potential impact pathways, their implications for the conservation objectives of European site(s), and the
identification of any mitigation that might be required to protect site integrity. Given the scale of the
NWRP the accompanying NISs to support AA reporting will be presented as part of Phase 1 and Phase
2 (see Table 1.1 above) of the NWRP; Phase 1 of the process having been completed. For Phase 2 of
the NWRP the Regional Plans for each of the Group Areas (1 to 4) will be published in succession. The
draft RWRP-EM was the first of the RWRPs to be published, followed by the draft RWRP-SW, draft
RWRP-NW and finally, the draft RWRP-SE. Consultation for each of the draft Regional Plans, and their
accompanying NIS, will be undertaken sequentially in 2021, 2022 and 2023. This position was confirmed
in the Regional Plan-specific screening for AA that Irish Water carried out in relation to the RWRP-SW,
which again concluded that the management option types arising from the RWRP-SW had the potential
to give rise to LSEs on European sites, in view of the sites’ conservation objectives. Accordingly, AA of
the RWRP-SW was considered to be required. The AA Screening Report for the RWRP-SW is provided
at Appendix A of this NIS.
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i This Re port

This is the NIS which has been prepared to support the AA of the RWRP-SW. This NIS has been
prepared by Jacobs for Irish Water having regard to the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive
(Directive 92/43/EEC) (the Habitats Directive) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna
and Flora in particular the provisions of Article 6(3), as transposed into Irish law through the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477/2011). As the national public
water authority, the responsibility for carrying out the AA of the RWRP-SW lies with Irish Water. The NIS
for the draft RWRP-SW was released for public consultation along with the draft RWRP-SW and other
supporting documentation. The NIS will also be published alongside the final RWRP-SW and an AA
Determination, which will set out the conclusions of the Appropriate Assessment carried out by Irish
Water, as informed by the NIS, public consultation and other prescribed matters as appropriate.

iBE Legislative Context for Appropriate Assessment

The Habitats Directive provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance.
Articles 3 to 9 provide the legislative means to protect habitats and species of community interest
through the establishment and conservation of a European Union—wide network of sites known as the
“Natura 2000 network” (hereafter referred to as “European sites™). European sites comprise Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs?) and Special Protection Areas (SPAS).

ilsl Public Authorities and Appropriate Assessment

The duties of public authorities in relation to nature conservation are stated in the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (as amended) (the 2011 Regulations). Irish
Water is defined as a ‘public authority’ for the purposes of the 2011 Regulations.

The first step of the AA process is to carry out a screening to establish whether, in relation to a particular
plan or project, there is potential for likely significant effects (LSESs) to any European site(s). Specifically,
Regulation 42(1) states:

“A screening for Appropriate Assessment of a plan or project for which an application for consent is
received, or which a public authority wishes to undertake or adopt, and which is not directly connected
with or necessary to the management of the site as a European Site, shall be carried out by the public
authority to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge and in view of the conservation objectives of the
site, if that plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects is likely to have a
significant effect on the European site.”.

Regulation 42(6) states that:

“The public authority shall determine that an Appropriate Assessment of a plan or project is required
where the plan or project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site as a
European site and if it cannot be excluded, on the basis of objective scientific information following
screening under this Regulation, that the plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans or
projects, will have a significant effect on a European site”.

1 “European site” replaced the term “Natura 2000 site” under the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment and Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I.
No. 473 of 2011).

2 There are currently no SACs in Ireland. All remain ‘candidate’ Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) until the European Commission approves and
ratifies the final list of cSACs. cSACs are afforded the same protection as SACs. The process of making cSACs SACs by means of Statutory Instrument
has begun. While this process is ongoing, the term SAC will be used, in conformance with nomenclature used in NPWS databases.
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In the context of Article 6(3), Irish Water must carry out screening for AA of the RWRP-SW to assess
whether, on the basis of objective scientific information, the Plan, individually or in-combination with
other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on a European site. If this screening
determines that it cannot be excluded, on the basis of objective scientific information, that the Plan,
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European
site, then Irish Water must determine that an Appropriate Assessment of the plan is required.

To assist Irish Water in carrying out any Appropriate Assessment that may be required following
screening, Irish Water must prepare a Natura Impact Statement (NIS), which is a report comprising the
scientific examination of a plan or project and the relevant European Site or European Sites, to identify
and characterise any possible implications of the plan or project individually or in combination with other
plans or projects in view of the conservation objectives of the site or sites, and any further information
including, but not limited to, any plans, maps or drawings, scientific information or data required to
enable the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment.

In carrying out the Appropriate Assessment, the Habitats Regulations 2011 require Irish Water to take
into account:

The NIS;

Any other plans or projects that may, in combination with the plan or project under consideration,
adversely affect the integrity of a European site;

Any supplemental information furnished in relation to any such report or statement;

If appropriate, any additional information furnished in relation to the NIS;

Any information or advice obtained by Irish Water;

If appropriate, any written submissions or observations made to Irish Water in relation to the
application for consent for the Plan; and

X Any other relevant information.

X X X X

Following the Appropriate Assessment process, Irish Water must then only adopt the RWRP-SW after
having determined that the Plan shall not adversely affect the integrity of a European site.

il# Overlap with Strategic Environmental Assessment

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the RWRP-SW is being carried out concurrently with
the AA process. SEA is required under the EU Council Directive 2002/42/EC on the Assessment of the
Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment (the SEA Directive) as transposed into
Irish Regulations:. The purpose of SEA is to enable plan-making authorities to incorporate environmental
considerations into decision-making at an early stage and in an integrated way throughout the plan
making process and to:

x Identify, evaluate and describe the potential significant environmental effects of implementing the
RWRP-SW,

x  Ensure that identified significant effects are communicated, mitigated and that the effectiveness of
mitigation is monitored;

3 In Ireland, the SEA Directive has been transposed into national legislation through S.1. No. 435 of 2004 (European Communities (Environmental
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011 (European Communities (Environmental
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011). Also, S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (Planning and Development (Strategic
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 (Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental
Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011).
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x Identify beneficial (and neutral) effects, and to ensure these are communicated; and
x  Provide an opportunity for stakeholder and public involvement.

There is a degree of overlap between the requirements of the SEA and AA and in accordance with best
practice, an integrated process has been carried out between the development of the RWRP-SW, the
SEA and the AA, such as sharing of baseline data where relevant, cohesive assessment of the potential
ecological effects of the RWRP-SW on European sites, their qualifying features, and clarification on
more technical aspects of the RWRP. These processes together will inform and shape the development
of the RWRP-SW. Irish Water has prepared an Environmental Report for the purposes of SEA, which is
being published for consultation along with this NIS and the RWRP-SW.

Figure 1.4 below outlines the SEA and AA Stages and how they align with the development of the
RWRP-SW.
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Figure 1.4RWRP development with SEA and Afegsoc
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